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[M"d 1, 1~"1J 
SALUTE TO G ILBERT BURKHEAD 
This occasion, honoring a distinguished 
Kentucky educator , requires that my 
remarks be condense8 for the sake of 
brevity. 
I have known Gilbert Burkhead since 
we were students together at W.estern in the 
late 120s . Our association throughout the 
many years since is a treasure for my 
personal storehouse of memories . lam 
honored and proud to add tribute to him 
on this occasion . 
(. 
Dr . Charles Austin Beard was an 
Ame rican historian who lived during the 
pe r iod 18 74- 194 8 . A student asked him 
one time, "Can you 'sum up eve ryth ing you 
have l ear ned in five m inutes? I. The 
h istorian said he could do better than that; 
he could do it in just Iou·r - lines : 
1 . Whom the gods would des t roy, 
they first make lTIad with power. 
2 . The m ills of God g r ind slowly, 
but the y grind exceedingly SlTIall. 
:z., 
3. The bee fertilizes the flower it 
robs . 
4. When it is dark enough, you 
can see the stars. 
A writer for the Saturday Review said 
of Mr. Beard1s succinct but pr,ofound 
summation: 
"Each of these sentences , of course, 
opens out on a universe of human thought 
and experience. Each seems enigmatic or 
paradoxical; all represent a challenge 
..3, 
to the indiv idua l mind--not jus t to see fu11y 
into and beyond t h e se parate stat em.en ts 
but to r ela t e them to pe rsonal experience " tt 
I have r elated them to th e personal 
experience which I have h ad w ith ou r 
honor ee , and I believe that t h ey r elate t o 
the pe r so na l experie nce wh ich "a 11 of us 
have had w ith this man w ho ha s lived by t h e 
creed e m bod ied in the fo llowing thou ghts 
of H o r ace Mann: 
tt Republic s, one after another .... 
have p erished fro m a want of intelligence 
and virtue in t he masses of the people .. 
If we do not prepar e children to become 
good citizens; if we do not develop their 
capacities; if we do not enrich their 
minds with knowledge, imbue their hearts 
with love of truth and duty , arid a 
reverence for all things sacred and holy; 
then our republic must go down to 
destruction, as others have gone before 
it; and mankind must sweep through 
another vas t cycle of sin and suffe ring 
before the dawn of a better era can arise 
from the world." 
I . Whom the gods would destroy , 
they first make mad with power. 
--------
Gilbert Burkhead, you have 
controlled your authority with pignity. 
You have chosen to try to lead instead of 
to drive . So, therefore, your power 
has never meant ego , and the gods have 
smiled . 
2 . The mills~ God grind slowly, 
but they grind exceedingly small. 
Gilb~rt Burkhead, you have been 
. 
patient with the speed of human mills . 
being more concerned with the f ine 
texture of the p r oduct. Therefore, you 
have t aken a stand on the side of 
quality. and education in this county 
and education in this Commonwealth 
have been made better . 
7 
3 . The bee fertilizes the flower it 
robs . 
Gilb~rt Burkhead , you have lived 
. 
by the rule that we must put back as we 
t ake away, if we are t o guarantee 
continuation . You have not asked your 
people to give without insur ing. that they 
woul d receive; and the people of your 
area have been made more prosperous, 
both physically and spiritually- -
the n , now, and in the future . 
4 . When ~ is dark enough, you ~ 
see th e stars . 
Gilbert Burkhead, you have had 
more than your share of dreary and 
lonesome days professionally and of 
heartbreak personally , but you have 
never forgotten that the stars <,t re 
magnified as the daylight ebbs. Therefore, 
you have been an inspiring friend, a 
helpful neighbor, and an optimistic, as 
well as capable, leader in your profession; 
and life has been made easier for those 
with whom you have been associated. 
The his torian ' s philosophical 
summation o f a lifetim e of learni ng i s 
powe rful enou g h in its four parts. I add 
. 
a fifth, wh ic h indeed i s mos t a ppropri ate 
for t hi s occas ion . 
The spec ification which I would add 
to his blu eprint i s --
No one can measure the influence 
w h ich h~ may have had upon a no ther. 
10 . 
Many of you are faITliliar with 
Webster's words: 
II I! w;e work upon marble , it will 
peris h . If we wo rk upon bras s, time 
will effac e it . If we rear temples, th ey 
will c rumble to dust . But i f we work 
upon men's morta1 minds, if we imbu e 
them with high principles, with the jus t 
fear of God a nd love of the ir f e llow man, 
we eng rave on those tabl ets some thing 
which no tiITle can efface and which will 
b ri ghten and brighten to all eternity . 11 
If. 
I arn cornplete ly convinced that the 
influence of a life well lived is the 
greatest teaching instrurnent of all time. 
How better to work upon mortal 
rninds; how better to irnbue high 
principles than by example. Gilbert 
Burkhead, this you have done; and you 
have engraved sornething which time will 
not efface. 
Invested with power, you have shown 
humility; having had the chance to speed 
Il. 
the mills, you have instead exercised 
patience in order to beget quality; having 
had the opportunity to build for a 
spectacular present,. you have put back 
for th e futul'e; and having been sorely 
tempted at times to close your eyes, 
you have kept them on tb.e stars. 
You will never know how much 
influence for good you have had upon 
others; but others will know , and many 
will pass it on. 
/J, 
These are the reasons why your 
work upon mortal minds will brighten 
and brighten to all eternity. 
In conClusion, the final words of 
this salute must be--and I speak for all 
who are h e re and for thousands who 
cannot be here - -we congratulate you, 
we thank you, God bless you . 
1'/ 
